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removes the soluble salts mixed with the precipitate. After a
short time the flow of water is stopped and the drum is then set
to rotate at its highest speed The centrifugal force then drives out
the water present so completely that the precipitate is converted
from a paste into a fairly dry crumbly mass which is lifted out
of the drum in the sack and completely dried at a gentle heat.
During the whole process of making these rosinate pigments,
care has to be taken not to expose them unnecessarily to light,
as they have the remarkable property of gradually losing their
solubility in the direct rays of the sun.
The rosinate pigments dissolve in various solvents with con-
siderable ease. Benzol, ether, alcohol or chloroform can be used
as solvents. If a solution of a rosinate pigment is required, only
thoroughly dried pigments and pure solvents, such as very strong
alcohol or rectified benzol, should be used. If a clear solution
prepared in this way is painted in a thin coat, the evaporation of
the solvent leaves behind a coloured but quite transparent sheet
of the rosinate pigment which shows a glassy lustre and a con-
siderable degree of hardness.
In making the rosinate paints, any metallic solution can be
used which will give a white precipitate with rosin soap. Hence
the most important salts are those of alumina, zinc, magnesia,
lead, and tin. Salts which produce colours of their own with
rosin, such as salts of iron or copper, are useless for this purpose,
as the paints made with them would have a different colour to
that of the coal tar colour which has to be fixed. As it is desirable
to use the cheapest products possible, zinc or magnesia jsalts are
most suitable for rosinate paints in which no special shade of
colour is wanted. The cheapest zinc salt on the market is the
sulphate, and among magnesium salts the chloride. Both these
salts give rosinates, of almost exactly the same colour, but the
powders differ in specific gravity. Kosinate paints made with
magnesia are far lighter than those made with zinc. For the
same reason too, zinc paints are more easily levigated than
magnesia paints as they settle to the bottom of the water much
quicker. The use of lead should be avoided for making rosinate
paints. All lead paints become discoloured and finally black by
exposure to the air, sometimes very quickly, due to the formation
of black sulphide of lead by sulphuretted hydrogen in the atmo-
sphere, which commonly occurs in towns.